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Lesson for August 12 in this issue 


Lesson 7.—Amos Pleads for Justice. 
Amos 5 and 7. 


Notes on Open Letters: 





his word to us, “What is that to thee? 
follow thou me,” we shall look up instead 
of around us; we shall walk in his footsteps 
instead of men’s; and as we “consider him,” 
instead of being dissatisfied with others and 


The Gospel of Fullness 


God’s Good News satisfies. I¢ ‘is not 
insufficient —“My grace is sufficient for 
thee.” It is not partial, or incomplete: it 


Must Christians Sin? ............eeeeeeee 482 : is full. The words full, fullness, filled, 
Tragedy and Triumph for the Jews (An- with our own place and work, we shall be occur over and over again in Scriptures 
WUOUMOCTMIOIE) 5. 68s 56s te ccc vccccccccccecs 2 aburdantly satisfied with him and with his ; 
How Two Belgians Were Delivered from the y that tell us what God’s grace can do for 


Drink Habit. By Edith F. Norton .... 483 
— Up a Men’s Class. By Lynn Hub- 


Girls” " Pieblenra of Today. 


“good, and acceptable, and perfect, will” 
for us. _ 


=< 


us. A writer in the Keswick Calendar 
calls attention to this: “ ‘Full salvation’ is 
‘the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of 


OS SE TN IPE Christ’ (Rom. 15:29). It is the ‘full 
International Uniform Lesson ............ Pee sé We Shall Not Be Sorry wd assurance of faith’ (Heb. 10: 22), and ‘the 
sig rage Text in Song. By Robert Hark- a Many things will have a very different full assurance of hope’ (Heb. 6:11). It 

phere eg aha ale a a look when we see the Lord. A well-known is to be ‘full of goodness’ (Rom. 15:14), 
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letter to the Editor: “Our funds are It is that our ‘peace’ may ‘flow as a river,’ 

ve very, very low. If we were to consult the as Isaiah prophesied; that our ‘joy may be 

Frui natural condition of things we should not full,’ as Jesus prayed; and that, having 

ruitage be able to move forward, but we feel quite received out of his fullness grace upon 


By Thomas Kimber 


E MAY not understand or know 
Just how the giant oak trees throw 
Their spreading branches wide, 
Or how upon the mountain-side 
The dainty wild flowers grow. 


We may not understand or see 

Into the depth and mystery 

Of suffering and tears ; 

Yet, through the stress of patient years,: 
The flowers of sympathy 


Spring up and scatter everywhere 
Their perfume on the fragrant air — 
But lo! the seed must die, 

If it would bloom and multiply 
And ripened fruitage bear. 


“ What Shail This Man Do?” 


Christian workers are sometimes trou- 
bled by. what others are doing —or not 
doing. Such anxiety: may be caused by 
coveting another’s work and position, or 
by a complaining, murmuring spirit. But 
it is wrong, for God has said, “In nothing 
be anxious”; and it is a great destroyer 
of peace and power in Christian service. 
The Lord Jesus spoke a word to Peter 
that may help to dispel this form of worry. 
When Peter asked him what John would 
do in the future, he answered: “If I will 


sure that it is His will for us to go for- 
ward, and trust Him alone. We men of 
the party are all traveling third class, deck 
passage, on account of the shortage of 
money. There is no sacrifice in this glori- 
ous service for the evangelization of the 
unreached parts of the earth. We shall not 
be sorry for any little discomfort that we 
have had for Him when we see Him ‘face 
to face.’” 
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grace, we may be filled even to all the 
fullness of God.” Are we praising God 
this moment for his fullness in our own 
life? If it is not a fact, the trouble is not 
with him but with ourselves. He cannot 
fill an unsurrendered life with himself. He 
waits for us to present our bodies a living 
sacrifice, The moment we have done that 
let us trust him to do his part — for always 
he does his part fully —and now, 
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A Crop Survey 


An editorial by the Farm Mother 


of sharp, protesting. barks. It was 

not that prolonged, joyous wail from 
a slender, skyward-pointing nose which is 
wont to give notice that ears keener than 
human have detected either the approaching 
rattle of the old family car or the pleas- 
ant purr of the heir-apparent’s new one. 
it was simply a staccato announcement that 
the neighbors are doing something unusual. 
Our collie is very like the Athenians of 
Paul’s day. He loves to sit, ears erect, 
at the southwest corner of the lawn ready 
to learn and proclaim some new thing. 
Looking to the east or north he could see 
only Skylight Farm where he may roam 


To collie just. now emitted a series 


doing, measuring off “contracted acres,” 
and I heaved a sigh. 

This strange, new country of ours! I 
scarcely feel at home in it. It is early 
spring as I write, and for many weeks the 
heir-apparent has been busy early and late 
sealing corn in the county. Once we farmers 
thought of a mortgage on the grain as a 


dread thing to be shunned, an indication” 


of serious economic unsoundness. Of late 
we have been eager to negotiate a loan 
en it, crowds of us, from the harassed small 
farmer with a few hundred bushels and a 
pressing need’ for cash to the corporations 
with their thousands of acres. We are all 
economists now. . People who a few years 
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parative luxury and comfort, while we may 
suffer privation and trial: But as we heed 


and in their hands I caught the shine of a 
steel: tape: I knew at-once what they .are 


His big neighbors may have more or less 
despised him, but they exploited him only: 
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so far for fear of complications. The dap- 
per department store clerk was often sure 
he could tell the farmer wherein he had 
blundered, but in his secret soul he him- 
self dreamed of a comfortable old age to 
be spent on a nice little acreage where he 
might do exactly as he pleased. 

All this is changed now. It is quite 
possible that the retired salesman may not 
be permitted to raise his garden truck or 
milk his cows for purposes of revenue. 
Even the old sow is warned not to be too 
prolific. If her progeny exceed the pre- 
scribed allotment some of them must fall 
forthwith into the cruel hands of the exe- 
cutioner. Spring now, and I know that 
when the gray days of November come 


(Concluded on page 485) 
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Must Christians Sin? 


May I ask for light on an editorial note 
that appeared in Tue Sunpay ScHOooL 
Times of November 18, 1933, “Saved and 
Victorious’? It contained these two state- 
ments: ‘He saves us in order t we may 
stop sinning.” “We do not have to wait 
until we get to Heaven in order to be saved 
from sinning.” _ In the light of Romans 
7 I am interested in knowing when the 
apostle Paul stopped sinning.—A Kansas 
reader. 

Paul stopped sinning when he came out 
of the seventh chapter of Romans into 
the eighth. Indeed, he stopped sinning 
before he reached the end of the seventh 
chapter, for he gives a glorious answer 
to his miserable question: “O wretched 
man that I am! who shall deliver me from 
the body of this death? I tHanx Gop 
THROUGH JESUS CHRIST ouR Lorp.”. As 
an evangelist has well said: ‘“Paul’s shout 
in the eighth of Romans is louder than 
his groan in the seventh.” 

Early in the eighth chapter we read 
that “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus hath made me free from the law of 
sin and death.” Not only there, but con- 
tinually and repeatedly throughout Paul’s 
inspired writings, we find the ringing, tri- 
umphant note of full victory over sin, fully 
provided for this present life by “the fin- 
ished work and the never finished working” 
of our Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

“What shall we say then? Shall we 
continue in sin, that grace may abound? 
Gop Frorsip, How shall we that are dead 
to sin, live any longer therein? Know ye 
not, that so many of us as were baptized 
into Jesus Christ were baptized into his 
death? Therefore we are buried with him 
by baptism into death: that like as Christ 
was raised up from the dead by the glory 


of the Father, even so we also should walk . 


in newness of life . . . that henceforth we 
should not serve sin. . . . Let not sin 
therefore reign in your mortal body. ... 
For sin shall not have dominion over you: 
for ye are not under the law, but under 
grace’ (Rom. 6). Again: “Now thanks 
be unto God, which always causeth us to 
triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest 
the savour of his knowledge by us in every 
place” (2 Cor. 2:14). 

In the seventh chapter of Romans Paul 
was describing the experience of the Chris- 
tian who has not learned the blessed secret 
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of the Gospel in the present tense — victory 
over sin, now and here, by the conquering 
and keeping power of the indwelling Lord 
Jesus Christ, worked in us and made known 
to us by the indwelling Holy Spirit. The 
Christian who has not learned this secret 
has to say: “The good that*I would I 
do not: but the evil which I would not, 
that I do.” All through this discouraging 
record of defeat in Romans 7 the personal 
pronoun “I” appears over and over again, 
and Christ and the Holy Spirit are not 
mentioned once. Then comes the exultant 
shout of deliverance and victory “through 
Jesus Christ our Lord”; and in the next 
chapter, one of the great victory chapters 
of the Bible, the name of “Christ Jesus” 
comés first, and is given throughout the 
chapter thirteen times, while the Holy 
Spirit is named nineteen times— it is the 
work of the Holy Spirit to magnify Christ 
and make Christ in his fullness and power 
known to the believer. The last words 
of that victorious chapter are “Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” 

The late Dr. Griffith Thomas wrote a 
leaflet, many years ago, entitled “Must 
Christians Sin?” The first sentence of 
the leaflet is: “No, certainly not.” The 
first paragraph is as follows: 

No, certainly not. This is the teaching 
of the apostle John, for he says: “These 
things write I unto you that ye may not 
sin” (1 John 2:1, R. V.). If, therefore, 
this means what it says, it indicates that 
he wrote the Epistle, with all its wonderful 
depth and wealth of teaching, for the very 
purpose of showing Christians how they 
might live without sinning. And this, of 
course, really involves and implies a life 
of continual safety. 

But Dr. Thomas was careful to point 
out that this does not mean any mistaken 
teaching of absolute sinless perfectionism, 
or of the eradication of the sinful nature. 
The Christian is always liable to sin, may 
sin at any moment, and is certain to sin 
if not trusting the Lord Jesus to keep him 
from sin moment by moment. 

This precious and practical truth of vic- 
tory over sin is simply that of normal New 
Testament Christianity, “the life that is 
Christ,” based on Paul’s word, “For to 
me to live is Christ” (Phil. 1: 21). There 
is nothing new in the teaching; it has been 
recognized and experienced by countless 
believers since the day of Pentecost, and 
it has been brought out prominently dur- 
ing the past few generations by the Kes- 
wick Convention in England and similar 
Keswick Conferences throughout the world, 
such as those held by the Victorious Life 
Testimony at America’s Keswick (Kes- 
wick Grove, N. J.), the Canadian Keswick, 
and many others, including such gather- 
ings in various foreign mission fields, and 
in South Africa under the influence of the 
late Andrew Murray. There is a large 
literature on the subject, which God has 
used to bless and revolutionize many lives. 
Further information about conferences of 
this summer may be had as follows: 

America’s Keswick. Conferences held at Kes- 
wick Grove, N. J., every other week from June 
to September; address Victorious Life Testi- 


mony, 506 Commonwealth Building, 1201 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia. 

Pacific Coast Conferences, from Los Angeles, 
Cal., to Portland, O:egon, during July and 
August; address Charles G. Trumbull, Thé Sun- 
day School Times, 325 North Thirteenth Street, 
Philadelphia. 

Canadian Keswick. Address, Secretary, Cana- 
dian Keswick Conference, Ferndale, Muskoka, 
Ont., Can. ; 
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Tragedy and Triumph 
for the Jews 




















OW would you like to be discussed as 
a “problem”? This is the plight of 
the Jews throughout the world today. 


When Titus destroyed the Temple at | 
Jerusalem, there were 4,000,000 Jews in the 
world. Today there are some 16,000,000. 


And anti-Semitism is spreading rapidly 
throughout the world. This is part of the 
Jewish tragedy. 


A well-known American pastor, Dr. Will 
H. Houghton of Calvary Baptist Church, 
New York, went to England and Europe 
this spring to study the Jewish question. 
“Does the European Jew look with hope 
toward Jerusalem?” was one query he 
hoped to have answered. 


THe SunpAy ScHoot Times commis- 
sioned Dr. Houghton to seek interviews 
throwing light on this vast and vital sub- 
ject, and to report his findings in these 
columns, 


Dr. Houghton has completed his journey 
of inquiry, and has sent several revealing 
articles to the Times. They will be pub- 
lished exclusively in these columns in early 
issues, 


By a strange paradox the Jew is con- 
tinually on the heights and in the depths; 
he is both the under-dog and at the top 
of things. He has suffered unspeakably 
in Spain, Russia, and now in Germany; 
and he is amazing the world by his scien- 
tific and political genius. While Dr. Hough- 
ton was in London, the High Commission 
for Refugees from Germany, appointed by 
the League of Nations, was in session. He 
gives striking facts that they reported. 


He tells how modern Zionism had its 
beginning, and he contrasts 1920 B. C. with 
A. D. 1920—do you know the tremendous 
events that blazed out in those two years? 


As a result of Zionism, there is no de- 
pression in Palestine today, and no unem- 
ployment there. The wheels of industry 
are. whirring happily. Some 30,000 acres 
of malarial swamp land. have been re- 
claimed, 


Dr. Houghton will give you thrilling 
details of this sort, and will tell what he 
learned about the Jews in England, Ger- 
many, and elsewhere in Europe. He gives 
startling facts that he learned from an 
authority who cannot be named. He de- 
scribes a blessed meeting with Hebrew 
Christians in Germany one Sunday after- 
noon in an upper room, —like a gathering 
“for fear of the Gentiles.” 


Pastors, Sunday school teachers, and all 
other well-informed Christians, cannot af- 
ford to miss these articles. The series will 
begin in an early issue. A Ten Weeks Get 
Acquainted subscription, for those not now 
taking the Times, will be sent to any ad- 
dress for 25 cents, and will include these 
articles if subscriptions are sent promptly 
and the Jewish Series is mentioned, address- 
ing The Sunday School Times Company, 
325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 
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How Two Belgians Were Delivered from the Drink Habit 


The faithful testimony of Belgian Christians which pointed 
others to Christ's redeeming power 


By Edith F. Norton 














RUNKENNESS is everywhere in 
D our land of Belgium and some of the 
most recently converted come from 
among the bondslaves of this habit. From 
one post of the Mission, La Louviére, 
come the stories of the conversion of two 
such. The first, an inveterate drunkard, 
although still a young man, would period- 
ically return home to beat his wife, break 
furniture and crockery, and sometimes, dead 
drunk, would fall by the wayside before 
arriving at his home. His only conception 
of joy was to pass whole days with boon 
companions in the drinking cafés. But 
one day a message was delivered to him 
verbally by a next-door neighbor. Oh, the 
power of such testifying, and how faithful 
and zealous are our Belgian Christians in 
such witnessing! The testimony was ac- 
companied by an invitation to go with the 
friend to our Gospel meetings. To his joy 
the invitation was accepted, and the man, 
interested, again returned, bringing with 
him his wife and children. An invitation 
was given at that night meeting to accept 
Christ, and simultaneously, from opposite 
ends of the bench, husband and wife started 
to their feet to confess Christ. The man 
today is completely delivered -from drink, 
studies his Bible, and is utterly transformed. 
The second was a man, who, devoted to 
drink, treated his family abominably. How 
common is this condition, also, in our fair 
Belgium, where drunkenness and gross im- 
morality are so prevalent! Into the heart 
of this man one day filtered a ray of light. 
He heard of a Saviour who loves those 
sunken to the direst depths of degradation. 
His wife, too, heard the glad news of the 
Gospel and was the first to respond. Her 
drunken husband followed, and lastly their 
thirteen-year-old child knelt in her room 
and surrendered to the Saviour: What a 
witness this family gives now to the grace 
of God! Their peace and joy and constant 
trust in God are indeed wonderful to be- 
hold. 


The Opposition of the Enemy 


It need not be imagined that souls like 
these are taken in the Gospel net without 
Satan’s opposition. Rather, he harries the 
Bible worker and the new convert and the 
seeking soul without ceasing. Persecution 
of every kind is let loose upon the convert 
or seeker, and the worker himself has to 
watch and pray continually, lest he fall 
into the snare of the enemy. The mission 
worker at Ath, Mr. C., felt that some- 
thing was wrong with himself, for at his 
post, where something like a continuous 
revival had been in progress and -where 
the hall has for long been inadequate, for 
two months he had not seen a conversion. 
He began to pray, rising before six, and 
spending hours in prayer every day. Then 
things began to happen. Let him tell you 
of the turning of the tide: 

“One day, at one o’clock, my bell rang. 
A young man presented himself, desiring, 
so he said, a ‘holy history,’ that is, the 


A friend of Mr. and Mrs. Norton’s 
has told them of a beautiful incident 
that occurred at the time of his wife’s 
d One of his intimate friends 
came into his office to express his 
sympathy and said: “B and I did 
not send any flowers for M——’s fu- 
neral. You had a great surplus, but 
we want to show our appreciation in 
another way; we would like to do 
something that she would like to have 
done. Do you know of anyone or 
anything she would rather have helped 
than the work that Mr. and Mrs. Nor- 
ton are doing in Belgium?” When the 
bereaved husband replied that he did 
not, his friend handed him a gift, say- 
ing: “ We want to give this as a me- 
morial to M——. Please send it to 
Mr. Norton and tell him to use it for 
anything that M—— would like to have 
it used for.” 

This was a beautiful expression of 
confidence in the work of the Belgian 
Gospel Mission, which has been so sig- 
nally blessed of God for over fifteen 
years. More than ever it needs the 
faithful support, by prayer and gifts, 
of old and new friends of the Mission. 
Contributions should be sent to the 
Treasurer, C. G. Trumbull, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 











Scriptures. The histories of Daniel and 
Joseph must be in the book, he explained, 
so there might be no mistake. In fifteen 
minutes time this young man was on his 
knees asking pardon for his sins and ac- 
cepting the Lord as his Saviour.” 


When the Light Broke 


Sunday came, and as Mr. C. was teach- 
ing the Sunday school lesson, the door 
opened and an unknown woman presented 
herself. Mr. C. went forward to meet her 
and she greeted him with these words, 
“Tell me the way of the Protestant re- 
ligion.” With tears running down her face, 
she recounted to the worker her terrible 
experiences, boarding in the convent of the 
town, Romans 3: 10-12 was read to her, 
and she said brokenly, “That is just how 
it is with me. I know that I am lost.” 
Soon the light broke and she could say 
rejoicingly, “Now I believe and I have joy 
in my heart.” 

And they know how to sacrifice and 
suffer for their faith, these Belgian Chris- 
tians. At our post of Dour, a member 
was taken into the church who was out of 
work and had two dependent children. 
This man, Jules L., managed to open up a 
little shop with tobacco as his best selling 
line, and he soon had good patronage and 
was making a good living. A series of 
special meetings was held in the hall, and 
when Mr. L, attended he became convicted 
of his fault in selling tobacco. Although 
no one had spoken to him about it, he fol- 
lowed the voice of the Spirit to his heart, 
and, his wife agreeing, he gave up this 
business, trusting the Lord to provide for 
his needs in another manner. 





We have known at other times of con- 
verts giving up a tobacco businéss, which 
in this land of smokers is always a lucra- 
tive one, and sometimes having to incur 
real want and poverty for their convictions, 
but they have always been rewarded by 
joy and peace of heart. ‘ 


No Time for Prayer 


A family at Marche was converted, but 
after a time came less frequently to the 
meetings. Later on, with radiant faces, 
they returned. This was their explana-- 
tion: “Although we had some regular em- 
ployment, we thought we would supplement 
it by opening a butcher shop, and we in- 
stalled one of our daughters there to serve. 
However, we found we were always kept 
so busy we could not come to the meetings 
or give time to the Bible or prayer, and we 
were rapidly becoming materialists, so we 
have all decided to live on less and have 
given up our butcher shop. It was a hard 
fight, and we prayed much about it, but 
we have decided now to do it for the Lord's 
sake,” 

Mr, C., the worker at Marche, observed 
concerning this, “Is it not wonderful to see 
such detachment from the things of the 
world and such devotion to the things of 
God?” 

One last story of conversion must be 
given, which also comes from the post of 
Marche, situated in the heart of the fanat- 
ical Province of Luxembourg, in the lovely 
Ardennes Mountains. It was the last 
Province of Belgium to be entered by our 
Mission, and one of the most fanatical in 
the land. One day a woman came to the 
hall and yielded her heart to Christ. She 
had been a thoroughly godless woman, liv- 
ing only for dress, dancing, and other 
worldly pleasures. In order to be free, 
she would send off her little six-year-old 
girl to the movies alone. She bought a 
Bible, but as she scarcely knew how to 
read, her little girl became her teacher. 
Whole afternoons they would spend over 
the pages of the Word of God, at first 
taking one whole afternoon for one chap- 
ter. Soon, however, she could read easily, 
and Bible reading and her constant attend- 
ance at the meetings constituted her truest 
joy. Her husband was an unbeliever and 
increasingly resented her devotion to the 
Gospel, and at last forbade her entering 
our hall. She obeyed, continuing in prayer 
for her husband and manifesting such a 
beautiful patience that at last he revoked 
his decision, and, although he is not yet a 
believer, he is markedly changed. 

This woman took a position with a neigh- 
bor, solely for the purpose of winning her 
to Christ. For a year she helped her 
with the housework and witnessed faith- 
fully, but without apparent result. When 
the mistress asked her to say she was “not 
at home” to a caller, she refused, saying 
she could not lie. When at length she 
felt she must give up the place, the woman 
pleaded: “Don’t leave me, I could never 
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get anyone to fill your place. Really it 
is impossible to trust anyone save those 
of your religion!” Surely a telling tribute 
to the teaching of the despised Protes- 
tants ! 

As our sister left, she said to her mis- 
tress: “I have worked for you for a year 
with the distinct purpose of giving testi- 
mony to my Saviour and telling you the 
Good News. You should have been con- 
verted a long time ago, but you have re- 
fused. So now I feel my conscience is 
clear in regard to you. You will be with- 
out excuse at the Judgment Day!” 

Teday we see a veritable network of 
spiritual concern, deepening into revival 
throughout the length and breadth of the 
land, and we know it is because of the 
more than twelve million pieces of Gospel 
literature, — Bibles, Testaments, portions, 
tracts, and papers,—that have been dis- 
tributed in Belgium since the beginning of 
this work. 

After fifteen years of existence, the Bel- 
gian Gospel Mission has struck its roots 
into the life of Belgium, counting in the 
ranks of its workers men and women of 
six different nationalities. Including the 
workers and wives and twenty Bible stu- 
dents, we number more than one hundred 
and thirty. We are happy that of these 
workers an increasing number are being 
recruited from Belgium itself, 

There are two Bible schools in the Mis- 
sion, for, as: our land is bi-lingual, all our 
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enterprises must be in the two tongues, 
French and Flemish. Students from these 
two schools are working today in many 
countries of Europe, from Spain to Italy. 

In addition to the regular preaching serv- 
ices at the fifty-five posts of the Mission, 
open-air campaigns take place all over the 
land during much of the year. In the 
summer months two Gospel: tents are em- 
ployed, and many of our posts today are 
the fruit of these past Campaigns. At 
other times meetings are held in the open 
markets and fairs, and our two Gospel 
motor cars are used for evangelizing the 
countryside right through the year. 

The tvo Gospel papers of the Mission, 
Notre Esperance and Onze Hoop (meaning 
“Our Hope” in French and Flemish) have 
a circulation of 16,000: monthly, and here 
again is a fruitful method of reaching the 
people with the Word of God as the papers 
are colported from door to door. 

In November of each year two Bible 


conference: for the deepening of the Chris- © 


tian life are held at Brussels and Ghent. 
Leading Bible teachers from the Continent 
bring messages for the four days, arid 
evangelistic meetings are held at night in 
some large hall. Over twelve hundred per- 
sons are in attendance at these two annual 
conventions. 

Will you, who read, pray and give, if 
God so leads, that this witness may be 
maintained and extended? 


BrusseEts,: BELGIuM. 


‘ 








How a pamphlet, business efficiency 








Building Up a Men's Class 


and friendly 
co-operation have brought a sixfold increase 


By Lynn Hubbard 














ROM a total membership of fifteen 
F to an average attendance of ninety 

members, within the past two years, 
is the unusual record made by the Men’s 
Bible Class of the Baptist Tabernacle, 
Tenth and Pine Streets, Little Rock, 
Ark, 

“We had to work mighty hard to build 
up our present membership,” said G. Grady 
Wright, president of the Men’s Bible Class, 
“but when we look around and see prac- 
tically all the seats filled-in our depart- 
ment every Sunday we feel proud and jus- 
tified in our efforts. 

“Building up a Sunday school class re- 
quires systematic methods and plenty of 
perseverance. Occasionally we meet with 
disappointments, but we don’t let these dis- 
appointments stop us.” 

Mr. Wright said that his church issued 
a little pamphlet that described the duties 
of each officer of the class, and that his 
class was run something on the order of 
a business establishment. 

“We have a president, three vice presi- 
dents, several group captains, a secretary, 
and a teacher,” said Mr. Wright. 

“As president of the class, my duties are 
to preside over the class and ail meetings 
concerning Sunday school work. It is 
also my duty to notify the vice presidents 
of anything that might arise within their 
duties. I am always on the lookout for 
prospective members. My occupation brings 
me in contact with new faces every day, 
and after I have become acquainted with 


a man I ask him what church he attends. 
If he is already a member of some par- 
ticular church, I don’t try to persuade him 
to give up this church and come to ours, 
but I do say to him that we should be 
glad to have him visit our class some Sun- 
day. If he is not a member of any cer- 
tain church, I tell him what a fine class 
we have and try to persuade him to come 
out the following Sunday. Sometimes I 
name over a few members of our class to 
a recent acquaintance. and find. that he 
knows them, too, and this helps- toward 
getting him out for the first time. 

“The first ‘vice president is called the 
‘enlargement man.’ His principal duties 
are to enlarge the class—to go after as 
many prospects as he possibly can. The 
first vice president also assists the group 
captains. 

“The second vice president is a sort of 
get-together man. He obtains the names 
of the new members and the visitors from 
the secretary and introduces them to the 
class. He makes them feel at home, shows 
them around, and introduces them to per- 
sons in other classes. 

“Our third vice president plans the pro- 
grams for outside entertainments and pre- 
sides over these meetings. He visits chari- 
table institutions, the jails,.county farms, 
and the old soldiers’ homes. Our class 
frequently arranges speaking, singing, and 
devotional services at these institutions. 

“The secretary of our class keeps all 
records, receives all correspondence, then 
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turns this correspondence over to his cor- 
responding secretary. 

“Our teacher —all he has to do is to 
prepare his lesson thoroughly! But who 
can say that this isn’t a good day’s work 
if it’s done right? We try not to let any- 
thing interfere with our teacher’s duties. 
In my opinion, ninety per cent of the suc- 
cess of any Sunday school class depends 
upon the teacher — whether he knows his 
subject and how he explains it to ‘the class. 
Our teacher always knows his-subject and 
he makes it interesting for the entire class. 
That’s why we tell a prospect, ‘If we can 
get. you out there once, you'll come back 
again,’ 

“We have several group captains. These 
men live in different sections of-the city, 
and they appoint- members of the class to 
call upon friends and acquaintances and 
bring them :to church. 

“My class has a business meeting once a 
week, At this meeting we discuss plans 
for future occasions. Possibly some mem- 
ber of the class has failed to attend Sun- 
day school for two Sundays. We ask if 
anyone has seen’ him, ‘and we make ar- 
rangements to have some one call upon 
him. We transact no business on Sunday. 

“The Men’s Bible Class meets at nine- 
thirty every Sunday morning, and we have 
thirty minutes song service before the 
teacher begins his lesson. He teaches from 
thirty to forty-five minutes. 

“At the end of the lesson the second 
vice president -introduces the new members 
and visitors.” 

Mr. Wright said that he found it was 
better to interview a prospect on Saturday, 
because he could say, “I am going to look 
for you in my class tomorrow!” This 
doesn’t give the prospect much chance to 
overlook his promise, Mr. Wright believes. 

The class has a big banquet twice a 
year. Prominent persons in the city are 
invited to speak at these banquets. They 
also have solos, quartets, and musical num- 
bers, Mr. Wright explained. “We have 
a good time in general, but we talk plenty 
about our growing church and our won- 
derful Bible class,” he: said. 

“We are now striving to run our mem- 
bership attendance up to one hundred within 
the next month, and our chances look good, 
for every officer of the class is on the watch 
for prospects. : 

“The membership in our class has grown 
fast,” said Mr. Wright. “We are proud of 
it. It is a result that has come through 
general co-operation. I have been president 
of the class for only six months and its 
growth was going on long before that. It 
is the loyal effort and interest of the en- 
tire membership that make the class a 
large, happy class.” 


Littte Rocx, Ark. 


bd 


“Let us joyfully go in that current which 
jinds its impulse in the Spirit of God, which 
is marked by fidelity to the Word of God 
and single-eyed obedience to it, which 
eventuates in love of the brethren, keeping 
Christ’s Word and not denying his Name. 
And if yet we wait a while for his coming, 
let us keep the word of his patience by 
faithfully foilowing the rejected One in full 
identification with his interests and in true 
separation to him from this present evil 
world.”—F. B. Hole, in the Keswick Cal- 
endar. 

















Lesson for August 12 


A Crop Survey 
(Concluded from second page) 


again my sense of the beautiful will not 
be offended with stripped, unsightly corn- 
stalks in the plot where that bit of amateur 
surveying is now in progress; for Neigh- 
bor Van Z—— will not be allowed to raise 
corn there this year. Soy beans, perhaps, 
or something else to be plowed under. 
“That,” I whisper, “though half the world 
must go to bed hungry?” I only whisper 
it, for I am not trained in matters of econ- 
omy, and I well know that my objection 
has already been raised by wiser heads 
than mine and answered by learned and 
ponderous logic. I know, too, that no one 
of us, probably no group of us, however 
alarmed we may become by the discus- 
sions we hear on every hand, the dire 
forecasts we read over the signatures of 
men whose opinions we have for years 
been wont to respect, can avail to hold 
back the strange forces that are moving 


not only in our own land but throughout | 


the world. One day we read that we are 
tending toward the very thing that has 
taken place in Soviet Russia, the next that 
a revolution more radical has already come 
about could we but read the portents. It 
may already be too late to take the meas- 
ures adopted by the lean wolf of AZsop’s 
fable and trot back into the forest, warned 
by the sight of the bare strip on the neck 
of the fat dog worn by the collar of sub- 
mission to a controlled economy. Perhaps 
the collar is already in place. 

But however much my head may whirl 
with the confusion and apprehension inci- 
dent upon sudden and drastic change, no 
matter how gloomy the prospect forecast 
by the objectors, whether impelled by polit- 
ical prejudice or genuine insight, I find 
deep within my soul a blessed quiet zone 
to which I can withdraw on a moment’s 
notice and listen all unmoved to the clash 
of battling opinion. My true citizenship 
is not in this land of my sojourn, dearly 
as I love it; what though I be even now 
the captive of a strange new order to which 
I have never assented. “I have a key in 
my bosom called Promise, that will, I am 
persuaded, open any lock, Then said 
Hopeful, That’s good news; good brother, 
pluck it out of thy bosom and try.” Right 
here upon my desk is a small, worn, blue 
book, a little over three inches by two, 
containing a portion for every day in the 
year. Sometimes it is almost unbelievable 
how the verses for the day fit the need of 
the day. This very morning when I awoke 
depression over material problems was 
howling under my window, and just listen 
to the verse for the day: “Light is sown 
for the righteous, and gladness for the 
upright in heart.” Instantly my soul 
mounted like a lark. Here’s a planting no 
power on earth or in hell can compel me 
to plow under. No danger, ever, of over- 
production here. And the seed once safely 
planted will surely bring forth a harvest. 
The joy of the Lord is our strength in these 
days of seeming uncertainty, as it was to 
his own so long ago. One fact the gloom- 
iest of the forecasters overlook. What 
though the best laid plans of men sincerely 
desiring the welfare of their fellows mis- 
carry and world chaos comes crashing 
about us, we shall look up and lift up 
our heads. Joy cometh in the morning. 
The more cataclysmic the disaster, the 
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surer that His blessed appearing is at 
hand. “Sing praise unto Jehovah, O ye 
saints of his, and give thanks ‘at the re- 
membrance of his holiness.” 





Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 323-327 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I have written to you 
before, but each problem has been different; 
perhaps it would seem that this one should be 
put to a psychologist; perhaps you are that, 
too, but I think all problems, regardless of 
what they are, are not too great or too small 
for God. Therefore, I put this one to you, since 
I believe you answer according to God’s lead- 
ing. 

First of all I work in an office, and feel that 
I really am not adapted for that type of work, 
yet it must be that I’m supposed to be there 
or God wouldn’t have me there. This is my 
problem —I am awfully ashamed to have to 
admit it, yet I know it is true—I make a lot 
of errors in my work, and not purposely by 
any means. Perhaps it is because of lack of 
concentration, also not intentional. (I have a 
lot of responsibility, since our home is mother- 
less and my father is ill. I do much church 
work and am awfully interested in it.) Then 
I make these errors because I have a fear 
of making errors. When I turn in my letters 
(I am a stenograper) I just hold my breath 
until they come back. This is a terrible feel- 
ing, and I wish I could get over it. I simply 
hate carelessness, so, if it is that, I cannot 
account for it. I think my mentality is cer- 
tainly average, but I do not know what it is 
that is lacking. 

I just love working with people and meeting 
them. I should like to be in some kind of 
work where I really could feel I was doing 
something for humanity. Without any praise 
to myself, for I know all talents are God given, 
I-know I do much better in working with peo- 
ple. I can tell this through my church work. 
Perhaps it is God’s will that I be in an office 
so that he may develop some certain thing 
that is essential in my make-up, so that I may 
better serve him later. I say again, I know 
God can help me in my weakness, but I should 
like to hear from you. Do pray for me that 
I may overcome this failing. 


Y DEAR GIRL: How true is your 

thought that there “is nothing too 
hard for God’! How many of us have 
believed this, tested it, and always found 
it dependable! We rejoice in this, don’t 
we? And an office is just where God wants 
you. Down in the busy centers of trade 
is where he needs missionaries today. Oh, 
appreciate his confidence in you, that he 
keeps you there to snow business folks 
how a child of God can live under the 
stress of the times. How Satan would 
like to make you believe you are better 
fitted for something else, away from the 
will of God, and when he got you there, 
he would tell you the same thing about 
another place. He likes to make God’s 
children dissatisfied with what they have, 
and no matter what it is, if he can get 
you to thinking of and desiring some other 
place, he will do it, so as to make you dis- 
contented. He is so disturbing! And our 
God is just the opposite. 
us peace and rest in himself, and teaches 
us to enjoy his fellowship and the corner 
where he has placed us. When this dis- 


He ever gives. 
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content comes over you, make it a step- 
ping stone to get you closer to your Lord. 
Turn always to him, and ask for increas- 
ing power to see him in all that you do. 

I know from experience that God can 
help you over the habit of making mis- 
takes on the typewriter. I am not an ex- 
pert, as you are, but after using the ma- 
chine for years I find that some new, 
irritating thing will come along, because 
I get in a hurry and want to accomplish 
so much, and then my fingers slip and I 
do poor work. I just stop, and if alone 
I bow over the machine and ask God to 
help me over the tendency to, skip let- 
ters and make blunders. Conéentrate on 
God! Even if it is only for a few sec- 
onds, you will find your Friend will be 
very near. He will help you to over- 
come the habit of making mistakes. He 
offers to be just what we need, and there 
is no other help like HIMSELF! But 
we must go to him and ask, and be in 
such communion with him that we shall 
give him the burdens which we find will 
interfere with business. 

I appreciate all that you have to do 
at home, too. That is a duty which God 
has given you, but not too heavy, for he 
will see you through it. Now the church 
work comes next, doesn’t it? Be sure 
that it is the call of duty, for you know 
“duties never conflict.” Your business 
is the first call, for it is your living, and 
then your home must come next, and then 
ask God if you are to do the other work. 
Many times folks think “church work’ is 
doing God’s work. I wonder just what you 
consider church work? I think many times’ 
Satan gets folks dissatisfied with duties, and 
makes much of “church work,” when it is 
nothing more than a temptation to let the 
real duty slip by, because, as you put it, 
you “like to meet people.” Most of us like’ 
to be with other people; but too much of 
it can sap your strength and vitality, and 
there is nothing special accomplished but 
the satisfying of personal feelings. That 
is not doing God’s work, is it? To do his 
will is to be found faithful where he places 
us, doing what he gives us to do, not as a 
drudgery, but as a delight, because he is 
in it and it is his choice for us! To do 
something for “humanity” is to do your 
business well in the office, for you honor 
and glorify him there, or you bring dis- 
credit to the Lord whom you should serve. 

Think these things over, and see if Satan 
is not trying to make you discontented with 
what you are doing. Resist the Devil,. 
and look up to God who gives calmness 
and poise. The results will appear in the 
letters you turn in as a stenographer. Take 
a pride in doing well all that you have to 
do, because you are a child of God. Leave 
that imprint on your work and in that of- 
fice, and do not choose just to get through,,. 
with as few mistakes as possible, with 
your mind on other things and desires. But 
as long as you are there, at the direction 
of your Lord, be the best stenographer in 
the office, so that it will bring credit to 
your Master. Be found faithful: right 
where you are, and really pray that you 
may continue there until you do work per- 
fectly, as you are capable of doing. I do 
not consider this a weakness or failing as: 
you term it, but rather inattention to the 
things. that God would have you do in a 
perfect way. Pray that you may be:a real, 
victorious Christian where you are! 
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LESSON 7. AUGUST 12. AMOS PLEADS FOR JUSTICE 


International Uniform Lesson.—Amos 5 and 7; printed text: 5:1, 10-15, 21-24 
Golden Text.— Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.—Rom. 13:10 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Amos § :1, 10-15, 21-24 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Amos 5:1 Hear ye this word which I take up against you, even 
a lamentation, O house of Israel. 

10 They hate him that rebuketh in the gate, and they abhor him 
that speaketh uprightly. 

11 Forasmuch therefore as your treading is upon the poor, and 
ye take from him burdens of wheat: ye have built houses of hewn 
stone, but ye shall not dwell in them; ye have planted pleasant 
vineyards, but ye shall not drink wine of them. 

12 For I know your manifold transgressions and your mighty 
sins: they afflict the just, they take a bribe, and they turn aside 
the poor in the gate from their right. 

13 Therefore the prudent shall keep silence in that time; for it 
is an evil —_ 

att Seek a , and not evil, that ye may live: and so the Lorp, 

God of osts, shall be with you, as ye have spoken. 

ot Hate the evil, and love the good, and establish judgment in 
the gate: it may be that the Lorp God of hosts will ‘be gracious 
unto the remnant of Joseph. 

21 I hate, I despise your feast days, and I will not smell in your 
solemn assemblies. 

22 Though ye offer me burnt-offerings and your meat-offerings, 
I will not accept them: neither will I regard the peace-offerings of 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Amos 5:1 Hear ye this word which I take up for a lamentation 
over you, O house of Israel. 


10 They hate him that reproveth in the gate, and they abhor him 
that speaketh uprightly. 11 Forasmuch therefore as ye trample upon 
the poor, and take exactions from him of wheat: ye have built 
houses of hewn stone, but ye shall not dwell in them ; ye have 
planted pleasant vineyards, but ye shall not drink the wine thereof. 
12 For I know how manifold are your transgressions, and how 
mighty are your sins; ye that afflict the just, that take a bribe, and 
that turn aside the needy in the gate from their right. 13 There- 
fore he that is prudent shall keep silence in such a time; for it is 
an evil time: 

14 Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live; and so Jehovah, the 
God of hosts, will be with you, as ye say. 15 Hate the evil, and 
love the good, and establish justice in the gate: it may be that 
tion the God of hosts, will be Srey unto the remnant of 
osep! 


21 I hate, I-:despise your feasts, aii I ’ will take* no deli ht in 
your solemn assemblies. 22 Yea, though ye offer me * your burnt- 
offerings and meal-offerings, I will not accept them; neither will I 
regard the * peace-offerings of your fat beasts. 23 Take thou away 
from me the:-noise of thy songs; for I will not hear the melody of 
thy viols. 24 But.let justice roll down as waters, and righteous- 
ness as a ‘mighty stream. 
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your fat beasts. 


23 Take thou away from me the noise of thy songs; for I will 


not hear the melody of thy viols. 


24 But let judgment run down as waters, and righteousness as a 


mighty stream. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


OD’S great “prophets of action,” 
Elijah and Elisha, dominated Israel’s 
history for about seventy-five years. 

In the generation after Elisha, began that 
mighty line of God’s “writing prophets” 
who illumined four centuries with a bril- 
liant blaze of revelation concerning God 
and his purpose with men. Thus did one 
of the periods of Israel’s greatest sin 
against God become the occasion of his 
gracious revelation. “Where sin abounded, 
grace did abound more exceedingly.” Were 
it not for the voices of God’s prophets, his 
judgments could never have been under- 
stood, and the relation of the passing events 
with God’s plan of the ages would have 
been hidden. We need to study to under- 
stand both the warning ethical message of 
the prophets, and their foreview of the 
future. 


The Historical Setting 


After the death of Elisha, Jehoash 
reigned fourteen or fifteen years and was 
succeeded by his son, Jeroboam II, a strong 
but wicked king, whose reign of forty-one 
years (part of this perhaps conjointly with 
Jehoash) raised Israel to its greatest 
power and prosperity (2 Kings 14: 25-27). 
The end of Jeroboam’s reign may be put 
at 784 B. C., and the prophecy of Amos 
perhaps ten years earlier. 


Verse by Verse 


Amos 5:1.—A lamentation. Amos is 
weeping because of the sure destruction 
that is coming, yet now exhorts them to 
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seek the Lord and turn away the wrath 
(vs. 2-9). 


Verse 10.—They hate him that rebuketh 
in the gate. Just as Ahab hated Micaiah, 
so they hated Amos and other faithful re- 
provers (1 Kings 22:8). This appears to 
be their response to the message in verses 
2to9. Abhor him that speaketh uprightly. 
Instead of heeding the rebuke and turning 
to the right. Possibly the verse refers to 
righteous judges judging in the gate and 
to the true prophets uttering their warning 
(Isa. 29:21; Prov. 9:8; 12:1; Jer. 36: 
23). 


Verse 11—Your treading is upon the 
poor, As ever, in times of prosperous 
wickedness and wicked prosperity, the poor 
are trampled upon and the poor are dear 
to the Lerd. Mark how prominent are the 
references in Amos to the poor and their 
oppression by the wealthy rulers (2:6, 7; 
3:9, 10, 15; 4:1; 6:6; 8:4, 6). Ye take 
from him burdens of wheat. Probably re- 
ferring to excessive taxes from the poor 
to be paid in heat. Houses of hewn stone. 
Houses of greatest beauty and expense, 
built for the wealthy (Isa. 9:10), with 
money unjustly gained. Ye shall not dwell 
in them; ... ye shall not drink wine, In 
startling and exact fulfillment of Deuter- 
onomy 28: 30, 39; cf. Amos 9: 14; Isa. 65: 
21, 22, 


Verse 12—IJ know your manifold trans- 
gressions and your mighty sins, As Christ 
says of the church: “I know thy works.” 
Nothing is hid from his eyes. Mark the 
emphasis on the enormity of the sins (Eph. 
3:19; 5:18). They afflict the just, they 
take a bribe. One with an unjust cause 
“ransoms” himself, while the righteous man, 


in paying a bribe, does not get justice (1 


1Heb., will not smell a savor. * Or, burnt-offerings with your 
meal-offerings. *Or, thank-offerings. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 


*Or, ever-flowing. 


of Religious Education. 


Sam. 12:3; Prov. 6:35). Turn aside the 
poor in the gate. The large, room-like 
gate of the Oriental city was the court of 
law, where cases were brought before the 
elders (Deut. 21:19; Job 31:21). This 
place of justice they were turning into op- 
pression (Amos 2:7; Isa. 29: 21). 


Verse 13.—The prudent shall keep 
silence ...; for it is_an evil time. Sin 
has reached such a pass that it is useless 
for wise and good men to protest; it would 
not change the evil, but get them into need- 
less trouble (Matt. 7:6; Psa. 39:9). But 
when God speaks through the prophet, he 
cannot forbear. 


Verse 14.—Seek good, and not evil, that 
ye may live. Mark the loving-kindness of 
the Lord. Prophecies of evil are always 
qualified if men will turn from their evil 
ways (Jer. 18:7-10). There is still time 
for repentance, but it must be through a 
reversal of their present conduct (Amos 
5:4-6). The God of hosts. “The Lord 
of the armies of heaven,” the defender of 
his people, is a significant name _ here. 
Shall be with you, as ye have spoken. 
They were boasting that God would de- 
liver them (v. 18), considering Jehovah 
their Defender against enemies regardless 
of whether they deserved it. 


Verse 15.—Hate the evil, and love the 
good. The choice is clear-cut and uncom- 
promising (Matt. 3:8). Jt may be that 
the Lord ... will be gracious. Read Ex- 
odus 32:30; Joel 2:14; Acts 8:22. Unto 
the remnant of Joseph. Joseph here means 
the ten tribes, since Ephraim was the 
leader. Note Amos’ teaching on the rem- 
nant (9: 8-10). 


Verse 21.—I hate, I despise your feast 
days. God’s great abhorrence is expressed 
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“Lesson for August 12 


against religious ordinances when the heart 
and life are wrong. The ten tribes had 
feast. days of their’ own appointment, but 
the emphasis here is probably on the in- 
sincerity of the worship (Isa. 1: 10-15). 
I will not smell in your. solemn assemblies. 
That is, God took no delight in them. 
They were not a sweet fragrance to him, 


‘as they are when offered in the Spirit (Gen. 


8: 21; Lev.. 26: 31). 

Verse 22—Burnt-offerings . meal- 
offerings ... peace-offerings. Animal. sac- 
rifices for atonement. and _ consecration, 


meal-offerings sweet-savor gifts to God, 
peace-offerings of thanksgiving and com- 
munion and love, all pointed forward to a 
spiritual sacrifice that is offered by us as 
royal priests (1 Pet. 2:5; Heb. 13: 15). 


Verse 23.—Take thou away from me the 
noise of thy songs. As the offerings with- 
out the heart were an abomination, so the 
religious music became horrible discord 
(1 Sam. 15:22; Psa. 66:18; Hosea 6:6; 
Micah 6:8). 

Verse 24.—Let judgment run down as 
waters, and .righteousness as a mighty 
stream. This is not as a substitute for wor- 
ship, but is the necessary outworking of 
every true recognition of God. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Amos was pleading for justice in a nation 
that had turned from God’s truth. Justice 
and godliness go together. In the past gen- 
eration the church in America has sought 
to plunge into social service, making social 
justice a new gospel, as it were. But it 
is a spiritually impotent church doing it. 
Some of the most notable social leaders 
have been and are men who reject every 
fundamental truth of God’s revelation to 
the church. Thus did not the prophets of 
God. Nor did the prophets hold true to 
doctrinal standards and hold aloof from 
life, as loyal Christians are in danger of 
doing today. But the Lord’s true prophets 
who preach Christ and him crucified should 
be giving forth a message of ethical jus- 
tice that would be. heeded in the halls of 
every legislative body in the world. Our 
prophets today, like Amos, should not only 
stir to present’ reforms, but predict the sure 
judgment for sin and the sure triumph of 
Messiah in the great Day to come. 


A Lesson Outline 
IsRAEL AND AMERICA 
1. Form of godliness without power. 
2. Injustice, political corruption, brib- 
ery, oppression of the poor. 
3. God’s prophet calling back to God 
and righteousness. 
4. God’s' prophet foretelling future 
judgment and future restoration. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Prophets and Priests and Modernists. 
One of the foundation stones of Higher 
Criticism, and of its daughter Modernism, 
is the view. that the Old Testament 
prophets were seeking to overthrow the 
ritualism of Old Testament priests and to 
Substitute an ethical religion. It seems 
incredible that intelligent men can use this 
passage in Amos and other passages as 
evidence that the prophets were against the 
Old Testament sacrifices. Yet this is what 
they do, for their foundation stones must 
needs be made of such crumbling material. 
The great ethical prophets were not more 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, ‘at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
. August 12.—Amos Pleads for Justice. 
Amos 5 and 7 
8. August 19—Amos Denounces Self-In- 
dulgence (Temperance Lesson). 
Amos 6: 1-7, 11-14 
9. August 26.—Hosea Preaches God’s 
pO RE Ee eee ee: Hosea 6, 11, 14 
ro, September © 2.—Micah Champions the 
Oppressed ..Micah 2 to 4, and 6:1 to 7:6, 
11. September o.—Hezekiah Leads His Peo- 
ple Back to God ........ 2 Chronicles 30 
12. September 16.—Isaiah Contrasts False 
and True Worship .......... Isaiah 1 : 1-31 
13. September 23.—Isaiah Counsels Rulers, 
Isaiah 7, 31, 36, and 37 
14. September 30.—Review: God in Hebrew 
History. 
Fourth Quarter 
7-—Fellowship with Christ. 
John 1g 
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1. October 








ethical than Moses, who was God’s agent 
in introducing the sacrificial system. 
Amos the Man. A most interesting and 
vivid picture of Amos is given in the rec- 
ord of the contest between him and the 
false. priest Amaziah (7:10-15).: Ama- 
ziah tells him to eat bread in the land 
of Judah, perhaps suggesting that he should 
be supported in his own land. Amos tells 
how God took him from following the flock 
in the wilderness near Tekoa, about six 
miles south of Bethlehem. His flaming 
message shows a knowledge of his tifne and 
a deep knowledge of God, which came not 
only from the special inspiration, but from 
the devoted, godly life that prepared for it. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


In prosperity, exalt righteousness! Pros- 
perity is not a necessary sign of God’s be- 


ing with a nation or an individual. Doing 
good and not evil is the sign. 
God’s prophets should reprove. Bible 


study and Bible teaching will be theoretical 
if God’s great principles are not constantly 
applied to individual, national, and social 
life. 

Plead for justice. We need not be high 
in official position to take part with the 
poor, and to stand up for. righteousness, 
whatever the cost. 

Care for the poor. In times of prosperity 
and of depression, the opportunity is ever 
open to the Christian to lend to the Lord 
by giving to the poor. 

Have you tested your church music? 
it may be perfect according to our musical 
standards but it may be a terrible discord 
as heard in high Heaven. 

Aim for plain living and high thinking. 
It is not an accident that so many of 
God’s prophets were called from the farm 
and the sheepfold and the common daily 
tasks. If we belong to Christ, every oc- 
cupation is honorable, and may be the oc- 
casion for fellowshiping with him: and his 
plan for the ages. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Money speaks so loud in Americ¢a that the 
voice of God’s prophets cannot be heard. 


The idea that God may hate religious 


observances is a shock to many, especially 


in these days when the false prophets are 


telling us that all “religions” are a search- 


for the true God. 
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Amaziah sought to put God’s true prophet 
out of Bethel, instead of putting Jeroboam’s 
idol out of Bethel: it is uncomfortable to 
have an idol and a prophet in the same 
city. 

A nation or a church or an individual 
in prosperity is in greater spiritual danger 
than in times of adversity. 

The justice for which Amos pleaded will 
yet prevail in Israel, and in the world: but 
not by man’s methods nor man’s work. 

Amos had no. college degree, but he had 
that personal touch with the living God in 
which most education today is fatally tack 
ing. 

God’s care centers in exactly the oppo- 
Site place from man’s care: it centers on 
the poor and the oppressed. 

A strict application of this lesson would 
silence thousands of choirs and musical in- 
struments in the churches of America, 

We may be grateful for the fair measure 
of national and social justice in America; 


but the need is that righteousness should ; 


run ‘as a river and justice as a mighty 
stream. 


Cotumsra, S. C. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


HERE do we learn anything of Amos 
as a man, aside from his character as 
revealed in his prophesying ? 

2. What two very familiar quotations come 
from the Book of Amos? 

3. What beautiful contrast is found in the 
prophecy of Amos, concerning God’s people as 
a nation 

4. What connection had Amos with Judah? 

5. What connection with the ten tribes? 
To which nation did he prophesy? 

6. What signs of depression were there in 
Amos’ time? (Amos 4: 6-12.) What was the 
purpose of: the depression? 

7. What lesson do these disasters have for 
our own time, and what is the most serious 
feature of our depression? 

8. How many passages in Amos are directly 
quoted in the New Testament? Can you locate 

em 

9. What verse in Amos definitely foretells 
that Israel will be put back in their land, and 
no more be plucked out? 

10. Should Christian preachers today fol- 
low the example of Amos in denouncing’ sin 
and injustice in high places? 





Answers to the Questions . 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 491 of this issue. 


ye 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet Explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
Mastt Se ten the Setal for uuy oe lessen. 

A Wrong Righted.—Your treading is 
upon the poor (v. 11). Many. years ago 
a company of slaves were sold by auction 
in a Nigerian market place. When the 
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market was almost over, a poor little boy 
was placed on the auction block. He pre- 
sented such a miserable appearance that 
the slave buyers laughed at the suggestion 
to bid for him, At last the boy was 
purchased for a roll of tobacco, and was 
made to walk with a gang of slaves to the 
coast where he was put in the hold of a 
ship bound for America. But the ship 
was captured by the British who took the 
slaves to Freetown in Sierra Leone and set 
them at liberty. The little boy was put 
in charge of the missionaries. Many years 
later there was an interesting ceremony 
in St. Paul’s Cathedral, London. In the 
presence of church dignitaries, nobles, and 
statesmen there was consecrated the first 
bishop of Nigeria. It was the little boy 
who was sold for a roll of tobacco. Bishop 
Samuel Crowther did a wonderful work 
for God in Nigeria where his name is still 
revered as a true hero of the Lord Jesus 
Christ—From J. S. Hall, in the Sudan 
Witness. Sent by Miss J. B. James, To- 
ronto, Can. 


The Revolt Against God.—T herefore the 
prudent shall keep silence in that time; 
for it is an evil time (v. 13). The Asso- 
ciated Press announces a new hymn book 
entitled “God Songs,” published by a leader 
of a.new Germanic cult. In it 75 of the 
150 Psalms appear in a new version, which 
thoroughly purges the Psalms of David 
“from Jewish taint.” The following is 
its substitute for the Eighty-seventh Psalm; 
other revisions are similar. It bears little 
likeness to the original. “The Lord loveth 
the height of Germany more than all the 
dwellings abroad. The Lord loveth the 
yew tree of the Odenwald and the oak of 
the Baltic. I will make mention of the 
Euphrates and the Ganges, where our fore- 
fathers ruled. Behold the lands of the 
Goths, the Longobards, and Andalusians: 
it shall be said our brethren were born and 
died there. But on Osning [part of the 
Teutoburger Forest] the Lord shall count 
those sprung from blood of the sons of 
Mannus: Ingo, Istu, and Ermin [ancient 
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Germanic gods].”. The reviser in his fore- 
word asserts that Christ was of pure Aryan 
blood, “His whole spirituality being for 
eign to Jews.”"—From The _ Alliance 
Weekly. Sent by Ruth B. MacNeill, Co- 
hasset, Mass. 


Good Works Didn’t Count.—Though ye 
offer me burnt-offerings ard your meat- 
offerings, I will not accept them (5:22). 
A pound note went on its rounds here and 
there in the world. Here it paid a poor 
widow’s rent and saved her from eviction. 
There it bought clothing and food for 
destitute children and saved them from 
starvation. In another place it squared up 
some accounts among commercialists. And 
once at least it cheered the heart of a 
church treasurer by appearing on the col- 
lection plate. But one day, returning from 
its rounds after many errands and good 
turns, it was found at the bank, where the 
banker, taking it in his hand, looked at it 
suspiciously ard then threw it quickly aside 
as a counterfeit note to be destroyed, After 
all the good it had done, it counted for 
nothing where real values count—From 
the Gospel Herald. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, Carthage, S. D. Prize illustration. 


True Fundamentalism.—Love worketh 
no il to his neighbour: therefore love is 
the fulfilling of the law (Golden Text). 
“I once knew two pastors,” says Dr. W. P. 
White, “one a Fundamentalist, and one a 
Modernist who severely criticized his 
brother minister. By an accident the Mod- 
ernist’s wife was horribly burned; and the 
Fundamentalist immediately raised $200 
among his business friends for special medi- 
cal treatment. Within half an hour the 
husband knocked at his study door. With 
tears rolling down his cheeks he said, ‘May 
I join your Monday night Bible class, my 
brother? I want to study your theology.’ 
Today that man is preaching the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, a thoroughgoing Funda- 
mentalist and premillennialist. Love won 
him.”—From the Shantyman,. Sent by 
Georgina M. Marshall, Lovely, Ky. 
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Text in Song 





Romans 13:10 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Unchanging World.—Ye have built 
houses of hewn stone, but ye shall not dwell 
in them (Amos 5:11).: As I take up this 
note in early summer the old houses around 
Philadelphia and down at New Castle, 
Delaware, are thrown open to the public. 
These houses have in them some of the 
household furnishings of the Revolution- 
ary and earlier periods. The finest pieces 
having come from Europe. . I have just 
been through some of the seventeen New 
Castle homes thrown open at two dollars 
the trip around. 

New Castle, on the Delaware, is where 
Penn first landed in America. Hundreds 
visit the homes. Here is what struck me, 
and our text makes me think of it. Not 
one of these fine old homes is occupied by 
a descendant of the man who built it for 
himself. 

Here in America the wheel of fortune turns 
and turns. “Shirtsleeves to shirtsleeves.” 
And the other one, “Fools build houses 
for wise men to live in.” As life, take it 
by and large, seems to have been pretty 
much the same in all periods of the world’s 
history, we need not be surprised that the 
Israelites, like the New Castleites, built 
houses they could not continue to dwell in. 
According to Amos, the trouble with Israel 
seems to have been the chronic one— 
when God is forgotten—of wine (“bowls 
of it”), women, and song (Amos 6:6). 

Amos the farmer comes into town, and 
being a spokesman for God, is not slow 
to speak his mind as he gets a sight of 
the fast life and the wild parties. But he 
does not wait until he gets back home, 
but, like the real prophet he is, he tries 
to put on the brakes —or rather God uses 
him for an “air brake” (2 Pet. 3:9). 


Walking with God.—Seek good, and not 
evil, that ye may live: and so the Lord... 
shall be with you (v. 14). Amos was tell- 
ing his people the way to national pros- 
ptrity, and in doing so is telling us also. 
“But what does a country farmer-preacher 
know about statecraft and business!” So 
Israel kept on its evil way toward the 
slave markets and ghettos of Babylon. You 
may remember another young Man, a 
country carpenter, came down to Jerusalem 
to tell his people they could live by seeking 
good in God’s way. They sneered at him, 
crying, “Can any good thing come out of 
‘the sticks,’ ‘the tall grass,’ ‘the back 
woods,’” or whatever contemptuous term 
they used to specify Nazareth and the lake 
country (John 1:46; 7:52). 

We wonder at the hard-headedness of 
these old Hebrews and their failure to 
learn from their own history; but how 
much better are we Americans? Yes, both 
as a nation and as individuals. We know 
from experience, observation, and reading 
that things evil have their wind-up in dis- 
aster and death as a rule, and that things 
good have their wind-up in prosperity and 
life as a rule. 

When a man’s ways please the Lord, the 
Lord can walk with him day by day, and 
when we walk with the Lord we cannot 
fall into any of the pits our enemy the 
Devil has prepared for the unwary. Awhilé 
ago four prominent business men of Phila- 
delphia fell into pits of trouble and into 
suicide graves. In the obituary notices not 
one of them had any church connection, 
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Lesson for August 12 


Justice and Mercy.—But let judgment 
run down as waters, and righteousness as 
a mighty stream (v. 24). When Pales- 
tine was atthe peak of its prosperity the 
land) was a‘country of fruitful terraced 
gardens, watered as California is today by 
its snow-capped’ mountains through irri- 
gation ditches.’» “Mr. Ridgway, you have 
never tasted'a real orarige until you have 
eaten one grown in Palestine,” said the 
head of -the Zionist Colony over there 
to me, 

I expect the “Temple” oranges you can 
sometimes get in Florida are a near ap- 
proach to the Holy Land deliciousness. 
Amos was: one of. the. farmers and his life 
colors his’ preachments. He was thinking 
of his irrigation ditches. This is how 
California and Florida soil ‘cultivators 
dream and talk, 

Amos the farmer has the God-given idea 
the Jewish nation may be saved from the 
catastrophe toward which ‘it is rushing 
headlong if :this’ “judgment” and “right- 
eousness” would “run down as water,’ and 
revive and fructify the withering and fruit- 
less people. -- The “judgments” mildly like. 
the little irrigation furrows and “righteous- 
ness” like a great Hoover Dam, a “mighty 
stream” (Prov. 14:34). 

The title of this lesson is given as “Amos 
Pleads for Justice.” I wonder if it can- 
not. better be titled “‘Pleads :for Mercy.” 
Which reminds. us of that classic of. Friday 
afternoons in‘ the: Little Red Schoothouse 
where Portia says, 

The quality of mercy is not ‘strained 
* * * *” « + 


It is an attribute to God Himself; 
And earthly power doth then show likest God’s 
When mercy seasons justice. 


COATESVILLE,- Pa. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 


By Edith Goreham Clarke 


W HAT a wonderful promise we have 
in our Memory Verse! (Amos 5: 
14.) “The God of hosts,” the great God 
who made the sun and the moon, the stars, 
and also the world in which we live, prom- 
ises to be with us. a 

We must bring out the majesty of our 
great Creator. in this lesson, and help the 
children to understand the power and won- 
der of such a God. . We want them to real- 
ize that this wonderful God can be sought 
and found even by little children.’ He says, 
“Seek good.” “None is good, save one, 
that is, God.” Stress the fact that God can 
be found when we truly seek him. 

Do you ever play “hide and seek”? 
Today we are told to seek ‘something. 
“Seek good.” Evil is easy to find; we are 
never told to seek it, but to hate it (v. 15). 
God promises that if we seek, we shall find 
(Matt. 7:7).: “Those that seek me early 
shall find me,” he says (Prov. 8:17). The 
best time to seek and find him is when 
we are young, 

Have you sought and found the Lord? 
Amos had, and so God could trust him 
to bring this wonderful message to a 
wicked people with a bad king (2 Kings 
14: 23-29). Amos was just a country 
boy; yet it was to him, and not to 
some one who was clever and high up in 
rank, that God entrusted his message. In 
the same way God often chooses little 
boys and girls to bring his messages of 
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comfort and hope to older people who have 
not yet found him: “Would you like to 
be one of God’s* messengers? Then you 
must, like Amos, “seek . . . the Lord while 
he may be found, call... upon him while 
he is near” (Isa. 55:6). 


Expression Work 


Have the children find, in our lesson, all 
the times we are told to “seek” the Lord. 
Then write on the blackboard: 


When shall I seek the Lord? .( Answer 
found in 2 Cor. 6:2.) 


How shall I seek the Lord? (Answer 
found in Jer. 29: 13:) 


Where shall I seek the Lord? (Answer: 
In his Word— John 17: 17.) 


Yorx, Ene. 
ve 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 


~we realize that we are living in difficult times. 
‘In the midst of injustice and uncertainties on 
every hand, we realize that we need a. foun- 


dation quite apart from the will of man. We 
rést in thy keeping today, and we thank thee 
for the rock: foundation upon which our faith 
rests. Help us. to have our -lives conform to 
that. which we teach. May we not be willing 
to present thy truth against a background’ of 
our own unwillingness to obey thee. Help us 


‘to have. our deeds and our words fit together, 


and in accordance with thy holy will. We do 
not offer thee our worship today in the hope 
that this will cover any wrongdoing of ours, but 
we do beseech thee to accept our praise and 


“Sure, I’m my a 


Gp 


brother's Keeper. 
I keep him where 


= so! y 
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our thanksgiving through the merits of our 
Lord -Jesus Christ, who gave himself as our 
Substitute that we might live. We ask this in 
his near name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Among the things 
that are hardest to bear is the just and fair 
criticism of a true friend. It hardly seems 
true at first, but a real friend knows how 
to do this great service for us in a way 
that brings about nothing but real blessing. 
When God spoke plainly to Israel about 
Israel’s sins, his people then could see that 
which disclosed their weakness, and their 
departure from him. So the prophets spoke 





HIS WAY | 


EEK GOOD 
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OUR WAY? 











forth their great messages to proclaim 
God’s will for the people. He is speaking 
to us today in many ways about our own 
lives. Are we listening to his voice? Are 
we living in such a way that our words 
are just empty words to him and he can- 
not bear to hear even our songs? Do we 
work any ill to our neighbor? Is there 
anything in this lesson that hits us hard? 
The fourteenth verse of the lesson tells 
us what we are to do about it. Will you 
say it over after me,— “Seek. good, and 
not evil, that ye may live: and so the Lord, 
the God of hosts, shall be with you, as ye 
have spoken.” Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Lew 





MATERIAL: 
scales, 


A pair of balances or 











OR centuries, a pair of balances has 
been the insignia of justice. It must be 
because justice should balance the affairs 
of men so that all be treated fairly and 
equally. Otherwise justice is a travesty. 
In the day when Amos wrote, he tells 
us that the rich trod upon the poor, taking 
a heavy tax of wheat so that they might 
build houses of hewn stone. Let’s put the 
poor man’s wheat on this side, and the rich 
man’s stone house here. It can’t balance, 
can it? 

How is it today? Much the same, is 
it not? We find the poor burdened with 
taxes and the rich evading theirs. 

Amos denounced his nation in his day 
because they were unjust and unfair, favor- 
ing the rich and oppressing the poor, and 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories’ 








AMOS PLEADS FOR JUSTICE 
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yet they were offering sacrifices to God, 
and pretending that their lives were just 
and fair and honest. And God refused 
to receive their sacrifices. 

We have gone even farther, as a nation. 
We have ceased even to recognize God’s 
right to our sacrifices. The heart of man 
today is just the same as it was in the 
time of Amos. Only as Christ Jesus 
changes the heart of a man can he be fair 
and honest and just. And only as a nation 
recognizes almighty God, and worships him, 
can it be fair and just. 


Mopesto, Cat. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Leaders for God 


7. Amos, standing for God against the 
crowd: 


(x) By feariessly revealing evils. 
(2) By pleading for justice. 


ONTRASTS always claim attention — 

the sharper the contrast, the keener 
the attention aroused thereby. This les- 
son, then, ought to claim your girls’ eager 
attention, for there could hardly be a 
stronger contrast than that between the 
gentle, kindly, compassionate Elisha, with 
his many deeds of miracle-mercy, and the 
fiery, outspoken, plain-speaking, thunder- 
ous Amos! 

It is true, nevertheless, that both these 
leaders possessed steadfast courage, and 
both were certainly leaders under God and 
for God, which is itself a great lesson for 
all God’s children, showing how he can 
and does use very different personalities 
in his service. And in using these varying 
sorts of human capacities and tempera- 
ments, it is also clear, from Scripture, that 
God never violates the individuality but 
rather utilizes its very peculiarities in his 
service, cleansing from sin, controlling 
erratic tendencies, magnifying good quali- 
ties, balancing through development, rather 
than pouring the surrendered soul into the 
same mold in which others have been made 
saints, and so turning us all out .on the 
same pattern. It is amazing what God can 
do with a man—with such an_ infinite 
variety of men — making us each ever more 
like the only perfect pattern, the Man 
Christ Jesus, yet never violating a single 
personality. 

Perhaps this is the very lesson that will 
help your girls most—to understand how 
God uses each of us in his service, as 
leaders for him, from this study of how 
differently he used Elisha and Amos, ac- 
cording to the gifts and grace given to 
each. Just so, God can use each girl of 
yours, each retaining her own special self, 
which will become more herself as she. be- 
comes more like the Lord Jesus Christ, 
whom she loves and serves. 

But your girls will find interest in- Amos 
himself, as they understand a little of the 
times and situation which called for his 
fearless mission to Israel. Sketch this 
background for them, as you picture this 
rough-hewn, country-bred herdsman, thun- 
dering against the corruption which was 
eating the very life out of God’s people 
—both national and spiritual life. His 
words will speak for themselves if you will 
only read them in the manner in which 
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Amos doubtless first uttered them! There 
are no finer, more courageous public ad- 
dresses recorded in the Bible than Amos’ 
charges of sin, and pleadings for right- 
eousness, and thunders of coming judg- 
ment for the willfully sinful. His elo- 
quence is not of the polished type learned 
in the schools, but of that burning power 
that is rooted in a tremendous care in the 
heart. Amos was heart-broken over the 
outrages committed by God’s people, against 
full light, so his words had heart-searching 
power — and still have. 


Home Study 


Surely your girls will want to read the 
whole of this short book, this week, and 
to memorize 5: 21-24, remembering these 
words are from God himself concerning 
hypocrisy in public worship. 

Decatur, Ga. 

we 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: A burden bearer. ‘ 
Discussion: Let the fellows each state 4 
what he regards as the hardest thing to do 
for Jesus Christ today. i 
Objective: Tackling the hard things for 4 
God. 











AY, fellows, we owe a great deal to 
burden bearers. Much of our health, 
our comfort, our safety, our happiness is 
due to the presence of men and women in 
the world who bear heavy burdens — much 
heavier than we could ourselves bear. Men 
down in the mines and in railroad yards; 
women in the.sweat shops and factories; 
men and women in thousands of places 
of toil, working day and night under heavy 
burdens to provide the commonplace things 
of life which cost you and me a few cents 
a day, but which we could not possibly 
supply for ourselves with our own hands. 
Those are physical burdens. There are 
the even greater burdens of mental strain 
borne by others for our account. And there 
are great spiritual burdens — perhaps less 
noticed, yet affording to you and me to- 
day untold blessing and security, because 
intrepid and faithful souls were willing 
to fling themselves into the fiery crucible 
of persecution and affliction—even death. 
The Lord Jesus Christ is the supreme ex- 
ample of this latter kind. ' 
Today we study the character of a “bur- 
den bearer” by name. That is the meaning 
of the word Amos. Amos did a superbly 
courageous thing; a thing that involved all 
three — physical, mental, and spiritual bur- 
den bearing. And he did it just because 
the Lord called him out to do it. That 
was quite enough reason for it; but not 
every fellow has the wisdom and the cour- 
age so to regard it. He told Amaziah, the 
priest of Bethel who denounced him and 
reported him to the king, why he took such 
a hazard. He said, “I was no prophet, 
neither was I a prophet’s son; but I was 
an herdman, and a gatherer of sycomore 
fruit [figs]: and the Lord took me as I 
followed the flock, and the Lord said unto 
me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel 
(Amos 7: 14, 15). 
Now, fellows, Amos’ task was a paf- 
ticularly delicate and a particularly hard 

















Lesson for August 12 


and hazardous one. As I look into the his- 
tory of our own times for a parallel, I 
think of Lieutenant Rowan carrying the 
message to Garcia—the message signed 
by President McKinley,. telling that almost 
hopeless Cuban general with his little band 
of all but exhausted patriots about to be 
crushed by the superior forces of Spain 
that the United States was about to take 
a hand in the affair and come to the Cubans’ 
relief. I think of Rowan’s perilous trip 
through the jungles and morasses. under 
cover of night, hiding in the tall grass by 
day, nearly roasted by a tropical sun, twice 
penetrating the Spanish lines and once in 
a small boat around the coast right under 
the Spanish gunboats’ muzzles—at last 
dragging himself half starved and half 
naked into the Cuban retreat—but with 
the message of succor and of hope in his 
outstretched hand. I remember how we 
were all thrilled by the account of that 
heroic feat of “carrying the message to 
Garcia.” 

Yet Amos had a harder thing to do than 
that. He had to take a message of de- 
nunciation and of warning to a prosperous 
king; a king who had grown powerful 
with a succession of victories. Amos, too, 
had to go into the country of strangers 
and stand up-and deliver a “Thus saith 
the Lord” that was little to their liking. 
“Who is this idiot?” they said at first. 
Who would dare to. prophesy against the 
welfare of this powerful king and his king- 
dom? Then they got mad, and Amaziah 
the priest of Bethel where Amos appeared 
with his message sent word to the king, 
saying, “Amos hath conspired against thee 
in the midst of the house of Israel: the land 
is. not able to bear all his words” (Amos 
7:10). Some heavy burden that! The 
land could not bear it, but one fearless, 
strong young fellow, strong in his Lord, 
brought it! :Then Amaziah turned upon 
Amos and said, “Get you back home, you 
seer, and prophesy there!” (v. 12.) 

But Amos did not “flee away.” He re- 
mained to finish his delivery. And the king 
did not lift his little finger. 

From a lowly herdman to ambassador 
of the Lord —at one jump!»,No prophet, 
no son of a prophet, no training, no stand- 
ing, no special anything, except a yielded 
will and a courageous heart —and.just lots 
of faith. That’s. what it takes to be a suc- 
cessful burden. bearer, fellows. 

My! how I would like to take a look 
at Amos right now!. I warrant he’s happy! 


Greensporo, N. C. 
we 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for August 12) 


1. Only from his own words about his own 
life,, Amos 1:1 and 7: 10-17. 


_ 2. “As a firebrand plucked out of the burn- 
ing &: 11); and “Prepare to meet thy God” 
4:12). 


3. After the most severe judgment for their 
sins, as foretold: by Amos, we read one of 
the largest, tenderest promises to God’s Israel, 
as a people, in the closing words of the proph- 
ecy of Amos. : Contrast Amos 2:6; 3: 1-2, 
and chapters 4, 5, 6 with 9: 11-15. 


4. Amos- was. born in Judah, in Tekoa, 
twelve miles south of Jerusalem. 

5. He was called specially to prophesy to 
the ten tribes, although he also denounced the 
sins of Judah. 


6. God withdrew rains, brought famine, pes- 
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tilence, and withering of crops, in order to 
convict the people of sin and draw them back 
to God. 

7. God is intending to speak to people to 
day through the same judgments that he used 
for Israel. The tragedy is that a material- 
istic and unbelieving age thinks that God has 
nothing to do with it. 


8. Two. Amos 5: 25-27, quoted in Acts 
7:42, 43; Amos 9:11, 12, quoted in Acts 
15: 16-18. 

9. The last verse: Amos 9: 15. 


1o. An important difference is that Israel 
was a theocracy, while today the Church is 
separate from the state. But the principle 
of preaching righteousness, and applying God’s 
ethical standards to social and political life, 
remains the same. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











August 19. What Have I Worth Sharing with 
Others? Acts 3 : 6, 7. 





Sunday, August 12 


Nature as Seen by Psalmist and 
Scientist (Psa. 8 : 3-6) 





Mon.—The beauty of nature (Isa. 35 : 1-10). 

Tues.—The laws of nature (Gal. 6:7, 8). 

Wed.—Mysteries of nature (Psa. 139: 11- 
17). 

Thurs.—God in nature (Psa. 107 : 32-43). 

Fri.—Mystery of growth (Matt. 13 : 31, 32). 

Sat.—The nature of mind (John 3: 1-13). 











What are some similes poets see in nature? 
Mistakes about nature the learned have made. 
Why should reason and intuition not clash? 


WEEK ago, we looked at nature from 

the standpoint of a child of God, when 
we considered the topic, “This Is My 
Father’s World.” This week we are to 
consider what the poet and the scientist 
have to. say about nature. But, unfor- 
tunately, poets and scientists are not always 
tight, and so; as Christian young people, 
we shall have to examine what the poets 
and scientists say, in the light of God’s 


Word, if we are to avoid vain and fool-. 


ish trends of thought. 


We have but to recall some of the mis- 
takes of science concerning nature to see 
the danger of accepting all that science 
would tell us. Science once said that the 
world was flat, and that the earth was 
the center of the universe. Its word to- 
day is far different. 

Poets, on the other hand, are not always 
trustworthy. William Herbert Carruth’s 
poem, “Each in His Own Tongue,” and 
William Ernest Henley’s “Invictus,” are 
notable examples of how: far afield from 
the truth poets can go. 

However, when the scientist and when 
the poet are tuned to God’s voice, and are 
looking to him: for guidance and for in- 
spiration, then there is no conflict in their 
conceptions of nature. 

4 

It is good to know that there are sci- 
entists today, who stand at the top of 
their profession, and who have an un- 
shakable faith in God and a belief in his 
Word. Dr. Howard A. Kelly of Balti- 
more is one such. He has been honored 
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by universities the world around as an 
eminent surgeon and gynecologist. He is 
an authority on reptiles, and delves deeply 
into many other branches of science. 
concerning God and the Bible, he says: 

“Let me state at once that I am sure 
that the Bible is the Word of God, with 
an assurance greater than all other con- 
victions directing my course in this brief 
earthly pilgrimage. Above all those 
maxims regulating the practical relations 
of life born of experience, above those 
logical deductions from philosophical and 
scientific premises, I place the clear light 
of truth shining from the pages of the 
Bible. The Bible, the Word of God, is 
my one great guerdon on my homeward 
journey.” ; 

ye 

From the poets, you will want to select 
some of the following to be read during 
your meeting this week: Joseph Addi- 
son’s “The Spacious Firmament”; Sam- 
uel Taylor Coleridge’s “Hymn Before Sun- 
rise”; William Wordsworth’s “My Heart 
Leaps Up When I Behold”; Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s “A Camp”; Lord Alfred Ten- 
nyson’s “Flower in a Crannied Wall.” 
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These and many other poems of nature, 
some good and some not so good, may be 
found in a little volume, “The Gypsy Trail ; 
An Anthology for Campers,” compiled ‘by 
Pauline Goldmark and Mary Hopkins (The 
Country Life Press, 75 Franklin Ave., 
Garden City, N. Y.). 

But there are two collections of poems 
that we may read with absolute safety, and 
without fear that any expression concern- 
ing nature will be faulty. One of these 
we call “The Psalms,” in our Bible. We 
must not let this meeting close without 
a number of readings from these inspired 
pages. Psalms 109, 65, 104, 136, 148 are 
suggested, but there are numerous others. 
The second collection is the Book of Job, 
notably Job 38 to 41. In these two col- 
lections we have God’s own revelation of 
nature. Let us listen to his voice. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 
Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


August 6 to 12 


Mon.—Amos 5: 10-15. Amos Pleads for Justice. 
Prayer Succestions: Israel fell, for- 
saken upon her land, because she turned 
judgment to wormwood, and left off right- 
eousness. Utter ruination faced the sinning 
nation. Only by seeking the Lord could 
she escape. “Seek ye me, and ye shall 
live” (v. 4). Judges were called upon to 
return to God. Reference to the Pleiades 
(v. 8), which appears as the harbinger of 
spring, undoubtedly was intended to illus- 
trate how the spiritual winter would be 
turned to seasons of blessing upen repent- 
ance. Orion considered by the people as 
the precurser of tempests was mentioned 
perhaps to give warning of the certainty 
of judgment. Pray for the evangelistic 
campaigns now being arranged in Great 
Britain. 
Tues.—Amos 5: 21-27. Hypocrisy Abhorred. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Offerings and 
praises from persons out of fellowship with 
God are rejected by the Lord. He dis- 
owns the service of unacceptable persons. 
It is impossible to satisfy God without obe- 
dience. “To obey is better than sacrifice.” 
God has no pleasure in those who trust in 
externals. Pray for French Protestants in 
France. ; 


Wed.—Proverbs 4: 14-27. The Way of the Just. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Solomon _ says 
much about the righteous and the wicked. 
The courses of both are described. The 
way of God’s people is known to the Lord. 
It is light, life, right, and ends in perfect 
day. Christ is “the way, the truth, and 
the life.” A life, lived by the faith of the 
Son of God, is one of joy, peace, and fruit- 
fulness. Pray for all evangelical Christians 
in Spain and Portugal. 


Thurs.—Proverbs 10 : 1-7. 


The Memory of the Just, — 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Keep alive the 
memory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faith- 
fully observe the Lord’s Supper. Remem- 
ber loved .ones who ‘have .died in the Lord. 


(Lesson for Aug. 12) July 28, 1934 


“Their works do follow them.” “For all 
thy saints, who from their labors rest, who 
Thee by faith before the world confessed, 
Thy Name, O Jesus, be forever blessed, 
Allelujah!” Pray for God’s people in Hol- 
land. 
Fri.—Romans 3 : 21-31. The Demands of Justice. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The demands of 
Justice were met for us by our Redeemer. 
He paid the utmost farthing. All the de- 





mands against the believer have been met‘ 


by him. 


“Christ hath redeemed us from’ 


the curse of the law, being made a curse’ 


for us: for it is written, Cursed is every 
one that hangeth on a tree” (Gal. 3:13). 
Pray for Protestants in Germany, Earnest 
prayer is needed in these days of testing 
for men of evangelical faith. 
Sat.—Jeremiah 23:1-8. The Just Judge. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The Judge of all 
the earth” will do right. “Justice and 
judgment are the habitation of thy throne.” 
The justice of God is proved by Provi- 
dence. The denial of it lies back of in- 
fidelity. Men are more willing to admit 
God’s wisdom and power than his justice. 
Job, under the severest trial, confessed God 
as just. Pray for the spread of the Gos- 
pel in Yugoslavia. 


Sun.—Proverbs 21: 1-7. The Value of Justice. 
PraYER SuGcEstions: “The Lord pon- 
dereth the hearts.” Justice and right deal- 
ing please him more than religious. cere- 
monies. God is as just as he is benevolent. 
One attribute is not at the expense of an- 
other, “Sin punished or unpunished is the 
most expensive thing in the universe. Pun- 
ished, it falls upon the head of the guilty; 
unpunished, it rests upon the head of a 


substitute” (Finney). God’s perfect justice : 


guarantees our security. Pray for the 
Evangelical Churches of Austria. 
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